Chapter 1 Terms
· Power: The ability of one person to get another person to act in accordance with the first persons intentions

· Authority: the right to use power.

· Legitimacy: Political authority conferred by law or by a state or national constitution.
· Democracy: There are two primary definitions of democracy:

· Democracy is used to describe governments that come as close to Aristotle’s definition of Democracy, the ‘rule of the many’. If all or the vast majority of citizens participate directly in holding offices or making policy this is called a direct democracy. Direct democracy isn’t as common now due to larger population sizes and more complex issues. Two key examples of how direct democracy town hall meetings have changed are representative town meetings (large number of elected representatives meet to vote on issues) or representative government (a small number of elected representatives make decisions.)
· The second type of democracy is a representative democracy where representatives aquire power through a competition for people’s votes. This is done for the purposes of efficiency and (as was the framers intent) to try and avoid a ‘mob rule’. When people say democracy now, they are generally referring to representative democracy.

· America, obviously enough, is a representative democracy. Or, more formally, a democratic republic. (Unfortunately numerous dictatorial countries have used this name giving it a bad reputation. Ie: the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea).)

· Elite: persons who possess a disproportionate share of some valued resource, like money or power.
· There are 4 main schools of thought about political elites and how power is distributed.

· Marxist: Government, even democratic government, is a representation of economic forces and whichever economic group is dominant ( those two groups are the bourgeoisie, who own the means of production and the proletariat, who produce the wealth) whichever group is in power, they will control political decisions and make decisions that are favorable to their group. Marxists view that in modern democracies, power is held by the wealthy bourgeoisie as economic power leads to political power. Obviously, this view was pioneered by Karl Marx.
· Power elite view: This is related to the Marxist view and was pioneered by the American sociology C. Wright Mills. This view holds that the government is dominated by a few leaders, most of which are outside of the government (large corporations, media moguls, heads of special interest groups, ect.)
· Bureaucratic: This view was developed by German scholar Max Weber. The bureaucratic view holds that regardless of who holds power, the government is dominated by the appointed bureaucrats who are nescessary for a state to function. 

· Pluralist: This view has no single founder but draws upon numerous individuals. Although some groups many dominate in certain areas, political resources are scattered among so many groups, no single group has a total monopoly. Furthermore, due to the sheer number of government institutions, even if one group had the majority of power, it would unable to capitalize on it. Although power is not equally divided, each person has at least some chance to be heard.
